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5 Y To give ſtability to a popular government, a democra- . 
: ie character muſt. be formed, and "democratic ſenti« 
„ ments inſpired. CC Maczisrosk. 
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I N a . As the polite requeſt of my fellow-townſmen man 
ced me to pronounce this Oration, their generous 
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| 5 | 71 : { 4  partiality muſt apologize for its W bb; 
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"SSEMBLED to participate in BY general 


vades our country, the Speaker hopes 
"wind kee while agreeable to your requeſt, ha 
add reſſes you on this pleaſing occaſion, 


; THE tragical events that have recently taken 
place in the old world, preſents a melancholy view 
of the miſeries of millions of qur fellow - men. 


- "3. may be uſeful for us, when comparing our pre- 


8 contraſt, 


joy, which, on this auſpicious day per- 5 


While fruitful regions, once decked by nature with 
X her richeſt gifts, are now become the theat res of: 6 
w 6 bloody and deſtructive wars - while mad ambition 
| which, recollection tells us, once forced our native 
5 cquntry. to. bleed. through, every pore, Wer dagen. 885 
with tenfold fury over the greateſt part of Europe; 
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. 7 : 4 _ the God of nature had endowed Keno bags 


hes Joy the one at the expen 
| e the order by deſerting their, wingple,. 


the full: enjoyment” of their civil and religious 


e e eee their Ne > 
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Ap the OE of the 8 den e 
"tyranny which Prieſts and Kings uſurped over che 
minds and bodies of men, firſt urged our venera- 
ble anceſtors to that freedom of enquiry, which 
ended in their firmly reſolving, to cheriſh and 
maintain thoſe ſacred: rights, with which, they cl, 99 
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fp this period, their oppoſition. to an Wers 
e to the eſtabliſhed doctrines both of 
church and ſtate became uniform, ang they gobly | 
dated to relinquiſh every profpect of worldly good, 
and to ſuffer the kvereft perſecution,rather chan en 
iſe of their conſciences, . 4 
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AurkTeA at 10 dangerous criſis offered“ an . 
Plus to our perſecuted progenitors—they ſaw in | 
ive, this weſtern region, as promifing chem ol 
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clan e by theſe proſpe is, they eroſſed. = 
the atlantic, and fately landed in we new world. — 8 
Soon after their arrival, the inclemency of the ſea- Bs 
| ſons, and the fierceneis of - the natives, opened ä 
them the horrors of their ſituation: they were af- 
flicted, but they were not t diſcouraged, a number 
ol ſucceeding years, | though marked with the moſt i * 
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| while t dci courage was ek as} bs their tas © RO 0 
„ ferings.— Revolving time eventually brought A 
. W intervals of peace ; cheſe were fortunately im. 55 

proved TY nature was diveſted of her rude attire, and . 
+ ao? to be ee ee e W ernennen, 
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e were ER 1 eee eſtabli LOG. | | 
72 our anceſtors to impreſs on their deſcendents F 1 
the i importance of thoſe rights for which I 
tended; The meaſures adopted. for this latdable. 
. Purpoſe were as ſucceſsful as they were viltuous Ee 
While we thus contemplate their patyioric ,exet=. 
tions in the cauſe of Freedom, do not our hearts “4 
ult to find, that their poſterity ſtill glory in guard. 
ing the privileges which. are the baſis of its e=/ 
ſtabliſhment ? May we eyer a. worthy the cha- 

_ rafter of Freemen, by cultivating. thoſe feoduinf 0 
Liberty planted by our anceſtors; and r 
ful table means to bring them to maturity, become 8 
the noble employment of the preſent ene nmien. 8 e 
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Tur rapid population of the firſt fertlers, tot; e 2 +" 
gether with 4 difference, in ſome fpeculative points n 
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of religious policy, had generated other colonies, 5 
. and altogether formed the Neu England provinces, Ds 5 
8 — hough” a difference in opinion firſt cauſed „ = 4. = „ x 
"ER. 2 8 were Ae | fürguly united in their . 
7 1 NS ee 
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| enthuſiaſtic veneration fax civil and religious liber 5 
ty; on this account the conduct of bete cd 
fenſibly affected the principles of thoſe other go 
8 vernments in America, that had been ſettled on. 
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Various Wr and at different periods. 99 8 þ | 


11 SHALL paſs over che intereſting occurrences s of 
a century, in which the ine reaſing glory of the i- 
b ing ſtates had become an object of jealouſy to the 
mother country, and which was frequently enk, 155 
ed with inſtances of arbitrary oppreſſion on the one 
hand, and reſpectful, but firm reſiſtance, on tha 
other; and draw your attention to that memorable 
awd: when the Britiſh parliament. would have 
_ degraded us to the infamous condition of bondſ=. 
men and ſlaves, by. declaring. their right. to bind 
the Colonies in all caſes whatever, effectually an- . 
nihilated every ſentiment of reciprocal ' friendſhip, 

f 15 or affection. At this z important ra, the enlightened 
oppoſition of the people of New-England demon- 9 5 
rated the unconquerable ayerfian, to tyranny,” 

which they inherited from their anceſtors; and 

aſter a long though unſucceſsful trial to obtain by. 

treaty, what they had a right to demand, they no- 
"By reſolved to redreſs. themſelyes ; and, in conjunc- . 
tion with the other r e ede to Het (need Wu 

"the laſt reſource. VVV 
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Ta unanimity of the ebene, on this memo 
 rable occaſion, was as conſpicuous as their reſolu- 
tion; but in no inſtance was it more happily ex- 

ne” "a than inthe appointment of the chief Com- 
mander of their armies the guardian genius of js 
- America preſided at the choice, and gladly wove 
the faireſt laurels. for her favourite Wasn . 
long may they flouriſh to adorn his brows, and 
droop only at the en 1 80 of an immortal 5 
crown. po | 135 


War 12 th dine of Kine: were ; combating = 
under the auſpices of their gallant Chief, the De- 
_  claration of Independence was promulgated by 8 Ge 
Congteſs, and' received with rapturous applauſe by 
every ſtate in the union. Shall Tyemind you, that this 5 
Declaration bore the ſignature of the late Governor 
of Maſſachuſetts, and was one of the inany immor- > 
tal acts that will conſecrate his fame to poſterity— .. 
his eulogy is beyond my reach—bur O illuſtrious 
ſhade! if in thy bleſſed abode thou art permitted | 
to inſpect the conduct of the ſons of men, often 
hall thou view the patriot, the hero, and the 
Philanthropiſt, repairing to thy tomb, and ſwearing 
by the memory of Hawcock, to aim at imitating | 5 
= the exalted virtues 9 them I, 5 chard ex- 
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given ebe IT a; among the-nations of 2 
the earth, ſeveral European powers became inte- 

ſein theit ſucceſs ; but it will ever be held in 

_ grateful. remembranee, that France became ... = 
"Kio and nobleſt ally. With her friendly aid, 
rica was enabled to triumph over Abe: | ke of 
hin.“ and 9 815 eſtabliſh her Ine 
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Wen peace had again reviſited the ; nited | 
Gate the numerous defects of the old Confede- . | 
ration, clearly p pointed out the neceſſity of a more : 

efficient government. 55 . After ſome time had elap- 
ſed, a Convention was formed for this valuable 
The Federal Conſtitution was the reſult 
- of; 2 Seltbetation;: and being recommended to 
3 ſeveraldtates for their concurrence, was adopted 
tion af a few; amendments. Thus 
bappiſy united in the form of our government, we. 
cannot but anticipate, its bleſſings, when we reflect 
that the ſame illuſtrious character, that once o 3 
ably directed the military affairs of the Union, nur 1 


eee over its ee e wich al honor WW 
to Haaſelt, and gl -to/his cou %%% 
af ESC ; 8 RE 23 2 of . FTE 1 22. | 8 1 ; 
1. Ns Res change was A without any 
. a thoſe evils that have been the conſtant attendan } 0 
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compare our ſituation with theirs.— 5 
© the principles of civil freedom have. ever been uni- 


4 


on the alteration. of conſtitutions . in other. coun2 i 
0 tries but this will be readily accounted for if we 


verſally difleminated, and as univerſally cheriſhed. 


= The people from their earlieſt years, accuſtomed to 
me frequent recognition of the Rights of Man, 
= when called upon to deliberate on ſo important a 
= ſubject as the eſtabliſhment of a new conſtitution, RP” 
= were not confounded. by the magnitude of the ob⸗ 


ject. Though a great difference in intereſt and 


8 ſentiment exiſted among. the inhabitants of ſo vaſt. 


an extent of territory, they. were all united in the 


grand fundamental principles of freedom and good 
governmem They had no prejudices to combat 3 
5 that were unfavourable to their cauſe - no incendi- | 
aries from within—no tyrants from without, to in- 
1 5 fluence their conduct, or perplex their proceed- * 
 ings—bur. calm, collected and enlightened, they - 
met without confuſion, they debated with candor, 
= they decided from conviction, and their deciſion 


has placed America e che moſt a ion na- 
| tions of the world. 85 e 
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Vor to darken W jug | of ihe 1 5 but 5 
, to to indulge the feelings gratitude inſpires, allow me 
< = e TOY: ng. to the preſent en, of a 
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generous ape! whoſe! Blood, with' ig 61 Gr 
HPrethren, frequently flowed in the ſame channel, 


when together vindicating the Independence of 


> America. Fhat glorious thirſt for Freedom which 
75 the American cauſe excited in F rance, aicled by the 
; you IH diffuſion” "of e er n 


4s Sos % 


5 e in rents ecelerated the evfotutibl of. 
che French nation, to deftroy "their n. 
8 coyfeſſedly one of che moſt deſpotic i in Europe, an 


to eftablith another that Told have. för its object, 


| not the ſplendor ofa King, but the Liberties of the 
People.” 5 Moſt grateful would be the taſk; could 1 
trace the operation of ſimilar principles, attended 
With finn llar ſucceſs, in che French, as in the Ame 
ican revolution. But truly melanchely have been 
tte events that forbid this pleaſing delineation. N 
We read with horror, the accounts of thou ds 


Laughtered in che fields of battle, and tho the feet... 


ing heart is agonized at ile ccetal of en e, 
__ choly -peentrences, pet che Patriotic mind will 


y vents its indi gnation a- p 


1 8 gainſt che oftenſible authors of theſe calamities and 
ſtrive to find, if in their fituat jon or circumſtanees, 
any thing can account for ſuch painful ſeverities. 

In purkuing,the enquiry, we. "Fd oppoſed to the 
| priveipres 'of the Terchütios, a FRE that 
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for centuries had been accuſtomed to the unreferv= 
| et ado ration and ſybmiſſion of more. than twenty 


i 0 * . 
s millions of ſubjects. | The numerous dependants 8 
W 02 this court, imitating the tyranny of their roy= | 


| er, had uniformly afſiſted in keeping the 
catamaii "ales in the moſt abject ſtate of igno- 

rancę and the kingdom or France, by nature one of 
the faĩreſt portions of the globe, preſenredthe moſt 


complete ſyſtem of oppreſizon, the ingenuity of 


deſpotiſm could invent—Adq to this che preju- 


dices of a religion, that for ages had commanded 


the veneration of its votaries; and had inceſſanti7 
impreſſed upon their hearts, that devorion to the 
Prince was obediencę to Gad. Mhen the French 
determined tobe free, ſueh was their unanimity 
and reſolution, that theſe formidable obſtacles were 
kelly te be removed, when a. cambination ot. 


European Kings arrogantly threatened the i imme- I 
diate;)and total deſtruction et thoſe ſacred. - Princle: | | 
ples of liberty, that had juſt began to illuminate 


and adarn their Country, Theſe principles they, 
had ſuorn to reſign but with: their lives and i in. 
this ſisuation, with veteran ar mies of mercenaries. 
on their borders and numerous incefidiaries 1 in the 
very heart of France, without one friendly ally of 
ſuffcient conſequence. to ward off the efforts of 
Bu deleted may, Ars. felt themſclves re- 
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a to the neceſſity of Ah that ſeverity, 
which can be only juſtified by the 4 20 e 
f 1 law of felf-preſervation. | 5 


, 
2. 1 


"Fro: abis. Night review how . 8 — . 
ys the ſituation and circumſtances of the French 
nation appear while aſſerting their freedom, from 

5 | that of America, when engaged in the ſame virtu- 
/_ ous purſuits—ſo diſtinct are the immediate horrors 
that ſurround the one from the diſtant evils which 
© Impended over. che other that the enquiring mind 
while it views N independence of America, as 
refulting in agreat meaſure, not only ſrom her ſitua- 
tion, but the natural genius of her people, is a- . 
5 > toniſhed, that the liberties ofthe French, from their,” 
7 | peculiarcircumſtances, are maintained with fo few * | 
7 treſpaſſes on the feelings of humanity.—. This will 
be allowed, the ſtriking features in both revolutions : 
caorreſpond, ſo far as the French profeſs the ſame 
enthuſiaſm for the natural rights of man, and the . 
/ ſame determination to vindicate & fapport them. — | 
While their deſtiny yet remains to be unfolded in the 
Bea of fate, let us fervently hope, that as they - 
are ſtruggling for the ſame ſacred privileges, that 
influenced the exertions of Americans, in their reyo- 
lution, they may through the like favor of Provi- > 4 
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"La „1 rr my dove hana A yet con- 


üg for any lengih of time, to bleſs a nation that 


Vas generally incapable of eſtimating its real worth, 
trat the people ſhould frequently adyert to their 
original rights, and ſuperintend with determined 
; vigilance the conduct of their officers, is not more PA 
their ineſtimable privilege, than their indiſpenfible i 
= dury—for the experience of ages proves that the 
ww introduction of oppreſſive ſervitude in every Coun- 
=. try, is more ſurely effected by che ignorance. or 


5 neglect of the 2 han the Ven; or ambition 
| ofthe few, pens p 
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: American character not that barbarous'- ſpirit 
© which ſo often diſgraced the Roman and Grzcran + 
9 ReevsLIcs,—nor | that malignant paſſion; which 
ſickens at the view of private honor or happineſs, 
1 4 but that becoming pride of judgment, which influences - 
+ Ai free people to ſeek rather t prevent than to pun- 


im erimes, and which by frequencly reminding the 


b . : rulers and the ruled of their. reſpective obligations, 


5 art the TAIT bar to e I of 


. Ho > Metre can more 9 reflect o on FF e 


fanding or feelings of igen, apprized of their rank 
1 920 1 of f beings than to Nga them m capable | 
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of being. deluded. from their duty, or blinded ta 

1 their, intereſt, by. the ſpeeches or publications of. oy 
deligning men. Thoſe vho are Lontinually 
claiming againſf the geclamation of e be, 

ulations of intereſted individuals, mould 

0 remember, that the liberties of ſpeech and the.,. 

| preſs, though they may circulate falſe ſentiments, 
5 ”_ nit, in the tulleſt extent, the fame. opportunity 
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| for co interacting. them; and rhat honeſt men, an 
IN honiet matures, never need. 
eye of a people, accuſtomed to decide, not from the 
viſe of a moment, but from the calm 
. conviction of reaſon and propriety.—Though in- 
 traſivepeal-may,a-4imcy wangcelarily./agitare« th. 
5 public mind, æhę general ſentiment af a free and 
Vvixtudus pxople will be! that:, 4, Wratevs: Yoreg' 
e SPRAKCS/ TRUTH On WHATEV BR: nag. 
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with? increaſing years, perpetuate 1 its glory, 19 
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